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	REPORT SUMMARY ON MEETING
United Nations Population Fund

Sri Lanka Country Office
	This form is to report on your participation in the workshop, meeting, and training course.



	

	Submitted by (and signature): Neshan Gunasekera

	Title: 
National Programme Analyst
	Date: 13 March 2018


	

	Distribution:

	

	Name of workshop/meeting/training course: Internal Meeting with UN Women, UNV and RCO on the progress of the Women & Youth Participation in Peacebuilding  

	                      

	Venue of workshop/meeting/training course: 
UNFPA

	

	Dates of workshop/meeting/training course inclusive travel dates (if any): 13 March 2018

	

	Objective of workshop/meeting/training course:   
·  Update/Progress discussion on the project delivery 

	

	Number of participants, name of organisation/institution: 
Dushanthi, Stina – RCO

Ramaaya, Prashani – UN Women
Darshatha, Manoli, Romeral, Sharm, Oshadhee - UNV

Neshan, Yoonhee, Asmi, Bridgette - UNFPA

	

	Key findings/What we have learned/Follow-up: 

	1) UN Women – Civil Society partner selected to deliver the project – Women and Media Collective. However, the project has not been able to make any significant progress owing to the delay in finalizing the list of elected women representatives following the Local Government elections held in February, whom are the target beneficiaries. It was decided that UN Women, along with RCO to meet with Gita Sabarwal to get guidance on next steps and to keep PBSO informed of possible delays that may occur owing to the above reason and which will then have an impact on the fund utilization by the end of year. 

UN Women is currently working with the civil society partner on the mapping of women leaders (will proceed until 31st of April), and is planning to host a series of cross-party forums with women leaders in political parties. 

2) UNV is to conduct their youth training on peacebuilding first session in the East, starting 15 March 2018 and then will be moving to the North to conduct the next session in early April. UN Women and UNFPA to participate and support relevant sessions accordingly.
UNV is planning to place UNVs in CSOs and VIOs such as Sarvodaya HQ, CPBR, PCA, and is asked for suggestions on organizations in the Central and the Southern province. 
UNV is also to organize the V Awards either in November (15) or December (5, Volunteer Day) and 3 awards will be dedicated to youth and peacebuilding out of 15 awards that are to be awarded. They are to launch the media campaign for the V Awards from May 2018, which will be a speech competition on peace. UNV is also planning to launch a “We Donate” campaign for the V-Awards, which invites the general public to contribute to the causes of the finalists. However, RCO, UNFPA, and UN Women raised concerns about accountability as it can be seen as UN funding the finalists, and whether it is appropriate to recognize the efforts of volunteers in a financial way. UNV clarified that it is already in the plan to give away seed money to the finalists, and that “We Donate” will just be an addition to that. 
UNV requested if it is possible to find funds in other agencies to support the Youth & Peace survey that will be conducted during Yowun Puraya. If UNV is not able to find funds in other agencies, RCO agreed to support them identifying available funds. 

3) UNFPA shared key highlights of the recently concluded second regional session in Batticaloa and informed of the third session to be organized toward end of April and some aspects of the work plans ahead.   
4) Whilst a discussion took place around common communication strategy, RCO informed that the three Agencies should come together and have a common strategy. It was also informed that SCRM has had a comms strategy and that RCO too had a comms strategy on Peacebuilding which were to be shared with the three agencies for reference and to ensure coherence. Agencies agreed to work together on a common strategy for communications and also share their respective work plans so as to enable RCO to support accordingly. 
5) UN Women raised a question about M&E, and RCO said usually a joint final post-evaluation is carried out towards the end of the project and that the respective organizations usually split the cost. Since UNFPA is the lead for this project, UNFPA has the responsibility to arrange procurements. RCO agreed to get back to the three agencies regarding the estimate of the cost. 
6) RCO also informed that owing to unavoidable circumstances and for the reason that SCRM did not confirm participation, the Oversight meeting that was scheduled to take place this day had to be postponed. It was intimated that this meeting might take place in May.  

Follow up

1) Develop common communications strategy 
2) Share work plans to formulate common work plan

3) Review the available funds  and if it is possible to support the Youth and Peace survey to be carried out at Yowun Puraya – USD 3500

	
	

	Comments by supervisor: 
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